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«Artificial intelligence»

So-called 'artificial intelligence' is simply software  - usually 
proprietary -  that runs on computers.

‘Artificial intelligence’ 

1. is a marketing term;

2. stands for a family of scams;

3. is a social, cultural and political project*.

Marketing and scams serve the political agenda of the 
military–industrial complex, which involves presenting 
surveillance software as 'AI'

- for the purposes of discipline, manipulation and control;

- for the purposes of automation -that is, the replacement of 
labor with capital- to achieve a further shift of wealth 
from the bottom to the top.

When ‘AI’ causes harms, it is usually not technology out of 
control, but

a) software that does exactly what it is programmed to do
 (e.g., punishing the poor and automating the status quo)

b) technology that simply does not work because it cannot 
work (e.g., emotion recognition).

https://nexa.polito.it/intelligenza-artificiale-e-mondi-reali/



Science as a public process and pseudoscience as a private process

Science is a public process.

Machine learning-based pseudoscience can be 
described as a private process:

- proprietary systems;
- training data that is not made public;
- opaquely selected correlations that rise to causation;
- lack of subject-matter expertise and methodological 
training (e.g., ML systems trained to ‘predict’ the 
judgement of the labelers);
- obsession with quantification: theory-free and value-
free ideals;
- illusion of knowledge without understanding.

Universities are complicit, as they act

-  as edtech brokers, promoting deskilling products that do 
not work and trapping students and researchers in proprietary 
infrastructures;

- as corporate megaphones, propagating narratives that 
protect the business model of Big Tech. These narratives 
include myths of inevitability, the idea that there is a legal 
vacuum, technological exceptionalism, solutionism, 
anthropomorphisation, dehumanisation and the use of ethics 
as a fig leaf and decoy.



https://reproducible.cs.princeton.edu/  

 

When it comes to the AI technology industry, we refuse their frames, 
reject their addictive and brittle technology, and demand that the 
sanctity of the university both as an institution and a set of values be 
restored. 

If we cannot even in principle be free from external manipulation 
and anti-scientific claims — and instead remain passive by default 
and welcome corrosive industry frames into our computer 
systems, our scientific literature, and our classrooms — then we 
have failed as scientists and as educators.

The technology industry is taking advantage of us, sometimes even 
speaking through us, to convince our students that these AI 
technologies are useful (or necessary) and not harmful. 

Therefore, we argue that university leaders and administrators 
must act to help us collectively turn back the tide of garbage 
software, which fuels harmful tropes (e.g. so-called lazy students) 
and false frames (e.g. so-called efficiency or inevitability) to obtain 
market penetration and increase technological dependency.

https://reproducible.cs.princeton.edu/


https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2025-10-07/openai-s-nvidia-amd-deals-boost-1-trillion-ai-boom-with-circular-deals



https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers/2024/SiliconValley 

https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/papers/2024/SiliconValley


“Repression of Palestinians has become progressively 
automated, with tech companies providing dual-use 
infrastructure to integrate mass data collection and surveillance, 
while profiting from the unique testing ground for military 
technology offered by the occupied Palestinian territory.

Fuelled by United States tech giants establishing subsidiaries 
andresearch and development centres in Israel, claims by Israel 
of security needs have spurred unparalleled developments in 
carceral and surveillance services, from closed-circuit television 
(CCTV) networks, biometric surveillance, advanced tech 
checkpoint networks, “smart walls” and drone surveillance to 
cloud computing, artificial intelligence and data analytics 
supporting on-the-ground military personnel.”



https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666389924001600



https://www.normaltech.ai/p/could-ai-slow-science   
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https://thebulletin.org/2022/05/is-your-face-gay-conservative-criminal-ai-researchers-are-asking-the-wrong-questions/ 

https://thebulletin.org/2022/05/is-your-face-gay-conservative-criminal-ai-researchers-are-asking-the-wrong-questions/


https://web.archive.org/web/20240202024851/https://www.protocol.com/enterprise/emotion-ai-school-intel-edutech 

https://web.archive.org/web/20240202024851/https:/www.protocol.com/enterprise/emotion-ai-school-intel-edutech


https://techcrunch.com/2021/02/05/orwellian-ai-lie-detector-project-challenged-in-eu-court/ 

https://techcrunch.com/2021/02/05/orwellian-ai-lie-detector-project-challenged-in-eu-court/


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-07146-0 

https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-07146-0


https://www.404media.co/google-says-it-discovered-millions-of-new-materials-with-ai-human-researchers/ 
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https://www.theguardian.com/science/2024/feb/03/the-situation-has-become-appalling-fake-scientific-papers-push-research-credibility-to-crisis-point  
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https://www.404media.co/project-analyzing-human-language-usage-shuts-down-because-generative-ai-has-polluted-the-data/  
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https://www.404media.co/email/a2a944f8-235a-4c75-8d00-955edbbfcb4e/ https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2468023024002402 

https://www.404media.co/email/a2a944f8-235a-4c75-8d00-955edbbfcb4e/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S2468023024002402


https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1930043324001298 
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https://www.technologyreview.com/2024/05/15/1092535/a-wave-of-retractions-is-shaking-physics/ 
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https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fcell.2023.1339390/full 
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They were careless people, Tom and Daisy—they smashed up 

things and creatures and then retreated back into their money or 

their vast carelessness, or whatever it was that kept them together, 

and let other people clean up the mess they had made.

                                  F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great  Gatsby



Fake it until you make it

Move fast and break things



Fake it ...



 https://www.forbes.com/sites/johnkoetsier/2025/10/15/ai-porn-is-coming-to-chatgpt-in-december/  

… until you make what?



https://pluralistic.net/2025/09/27/econopocalypse/ 

“AI is the asbestos we are shoveling 
into the of our society and our 
descendants will be digging it out for 
generations
                                               Cory Doctorow

https://pluralistic.net/2025/09/27/econopocalypse/




 

http://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.r2128 

http://doi.org/10.1136/bmj.r2128


https://futurism.com/neoscope/google-healthcare-ai-makes-up-body-part 
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https://openreview.net/pdf?id=6eMIzKFOpJ



https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/2025/new-ebu-research-ai-assistants-news-content   
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https://www.404media.co/microsoft-study-finds-ai-makes-human-cognition-atrophied-and-unprepared-3/  https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/training/educator-center/topics/ai-for-education 

https://www.404media.co/microsoft-study-finds-ai-makes-human-cognition-atrophied-and-unprepared-3/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/training/educator-center/topics/ai-for-education


https://defector.com/it-took-many-years-and-billions-of-dollars-but-microsoft-finally-invented-a-calculator-that-is-wrong-sometimes?giftLink=50fb6d3bb4d7516dfa13deb4e27638de 



https://davidgraeber.org/articles/of-flying-cars-and-the-declining-rate-of-profit/

 “Common sense suggests that if you want to maximize 
scientific creativity, you find some bright people, give them 
the resources they need to pursue whatever idea comes into 
their heads, and then leave them alone. Most will turn up 
nothing, but one or two may well discover something. But if 
you want to minimize the possibility of unexpected 
breakthroughs, tell those same people they will receive no 
resources at all unless they spend the bulk of their time 
competing against each other to convince you they know in 
advance what they are going to discover.”



Epistemicide. Anatomy of a collective crime

For once, artificial intelligence actually enables automation.

The process of destroying science is automated and 
accelerated through 

- the pollution of the scientific ecosystem with fabricated 
data, experiments that never took place, and articles that 
no one wrote;

- the de-skilling of researchers, who are rendered incapable 
of thinking and dependent on proprietary software;

- the spread of probabilistic software that mimics every 
stage of scientific research and spreads the illusion of a 
science without understanding.

In neoliberal regimes, epistemicide was already 
underway. 

Science was being beaten to death by 

- the ideology of merit, 
- competitive barriers to collaboration, 
- conformity and subjugation of researchers achieved 

through their prolonged job insecurity,
- funding for research projects on predetermined topics 

with predetermined outcomes, 
- administrative evaluation of research and the 'publish 

or perish' culture. 



Is epistemicide, for each author of this collective crime, a desired effect or collateral 
damage?

Thank you

daniela.tafani@unipi.it
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